
This volume is a reprint of three long articles from
the Archives of Neurology and Psychopathology, a publication
which we hope will not be discontinued. The first paper, cover-

ing more than one-half the book, treats of exhaustion paraly-
sis associated with epilepsy. The author's conclusions are
that the theory of exhaustion paralysis is proved both by phys-
iologic experimentation and pathologic data. It is localized
to parts participating in the local spasms or confined to those
parts most convulsed in the general seizures. This rule will
be found to be followed in the great majority of cases. The
temporary paralysis may become permanent and it is not
necessary to invoke any other state than exhaustion to explain
it. It is essentially the exhaustion of cerebral centers, and the
severity of the convulsions is not a fair index to its extent.
True exhaustion cases dependent on infantile palsy are not
common. The differential diagnosis of the two states is ex-

tremely difficult but very important, because the exhaustion
cases, independent of organic lesions will bridge over the wide
breach existing between Jacksonian epilepsy and idiopathic
epilepsy. The disorders of motility of this nature suggest
some noteworthy points. The degenerative process is closely
allied to that of ordinary paralytic states. It must be allowed
however, that the epileptic brain is an infirm organ, and we

should not charge to the cause of epilepsy more than that which
may be due to previous disability of motor centers. He thinks
that there is much suggestive of epileptic foci of a paralytic
nature in the brain and that different anatomic and physiologic
parts may be simultaneously involved. The inefficiency of
passive movements, massage, etc., to shorten or prevent epilep¬
tic spasms is especially noted in conclusion. The rest of the
book is given up to papers on paramyoclonus multiplex, and
hypertrophie infantile cerebral palsy and phocomelus as as¬
sociated with epilepsy, both of which are noteworthy contri¬
butions.
Enlargement of the Prostate. Its Treatment and Radical

Cure. By C. Mansell Moullin, M. D., F. R. C. S., surgeon
and lecturer on surgery at the London Hospital. Second
edition. Cloth, pp. 205. Price, $1.75. Philadelphia: P.
Blakiston's Son & Co. 1899.
In this second edition the author has omitted a number of

operations on the prostate which were described in the
previous one and were chiefly of historic interest. Those which
he retains he says he knows are of practical value. The book
therefore, will stand as giving his recommendation to the
measures it includes. We notice that he speaks highly of
orchidectomy, but sees little results from vasectomy, which has
been lately favored by some prominent writers. In the main,
however, the work is one that could be accepted by the
profession, not merely on the authority of its author, but
as a sensible, practical treatise on the subject.
A Practical Treatise of Diseases of the Skin, for the

Use of Students and Practitioners. By James Nevins
Hyde, A. M., M. D., professor of skin, genito-urinary, and
venereal diseases, Rush Medical College, and Frank Hugh
Montgomery, M. D., assistant professor of skin, genito-urin-
ary and venereal diseases, Rush Medical College. Fifth and
revised edition. Illustrated with three engravings and
twenty-four plates in colors and monochrome. Cloth, pp.
863. Price, $4.50. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Broth-
ers & Co. 1900.
As the publisher states, the history of this work is one of

growing appreciation and success; the last edition has been
entirely exhausted within two years. The author has added
new chapters on porokeratosis and blastomycetic dermatitis,
and has generally revised a portion of the work and eliminated
certain portions which seemed to him of less value. Twelve
full-page plates and two engravings have been added to the
illustrations. There is no doubt that this revision will main-
tain its deserved favor with the profession.
Medical and Surgical Report of the Presbyterian Hos-

pital in the City of New York. Vol. IV. January, 1900.
Edited by Andrew J. McCosh, M.D., and W. Gilman Thomp-
son, M.D. Paper. Pp. 223. New York: Trow Directory
Printing and Bookbinding Co. 1900.
This report consists of twenty-two original articles, occupy-

in 223 pages. The articles deal with subjects of current medi-
cal and surgical interest, and are based upon cases treated in
the hospital. The report is illustrated with photographs and

drawings. From the quality of the articles and the subdivi-
sions of the medical board and of the staff of the pathologic
department, it is seen that this hospital is well organized and
equipped. Medical and surgical registrars are provided for,
and good arrangements have been made for securing and classi-
fying the clinical records\p=m-\afundamental requisite for proper
study of the material. The pathologic department has a large
staff of workers.
International Contributions to Medical Literature.

"Festschrift" in Honor of Abraham Jacobi, M.D., LL.D. To
commemorate the Seventieth Anniversary of His Birth.
Paper. Pp. 496. New York: The Knickerbocker Press.

1900.
The nature of this book is sufficiently indicated by the title.

It contains 496 pages, and there are some fifty-seven different
articles by about the same number of contributors, the majority
of whom are Americans; but Germany, England, France, Nor-
way, Hungary, Russia, Brazil, are represented. The majority
of the foreign contributors are Germans. Many of the articles
are illustrated; the majority deal with various phases of the
medical and surgical diseases of childhood; but not a few are
devoted to other subjects. The list of contributors contains
many names of prominence. An excellent etching of the recipi-
ent of this great honor forms a fitting frontispiece. The preface
is a well-written sketch of the manifold, scientific and public\x=req-\
spirited activities of Dr. Jacobi. His brilliant attainments and
strong personality certainly warrant this appropriate testi-
monial in his honor. His services in promoting the study of
diseases of children have been of inestimable value to the medi-
cal profession.
Plea for a Simpler Life, and Fads of an Old Physician.

By George S. Keith, M.D,, LL.D., F. R. C. P. E. Price, $1.25.
London: Adam and Charles Black. 1900.
Good, wholesome criticism is always a benefit to the one

criticised, if the criticism is made and accepted in the right
spirit. This remark applies to a profession as well as to an
individual. The "Plea for a Simpler Life, and Fads of an Old
Physician"\p=m-\twobooks in one\p=m-\ismore than a criticism, it is
an indictment of the medical profession by one who was once
a member of it. And we must confess that some of the items
in the "bill of particulars" are founded on good grounds, and
therefore, the plea of "guilty" must be admitted. The author,
a brother of the well-known surgeon, the late Thomas Keith,
of Edinburgh, was associated with Sir James Y. Simpson, and
at one time was proud to be a member of the medical profes-
sion. But now he neither proclaims the honor, nor acknowl-
edges the pride. In spite of the fact that he says some harsh
things of them it would be a good thing if all physicians would
read his book. It is full of good common stnse and practical
wisdom, and, above all, much of what it contains is truth. His
great plea is for plainer living, for less food, especially in sick¬
ness, and for less drugs. His protest against forced feeding
should be read by every thinking physician. His fads are inno¬
cent, but nevertheless valuable ones in their places. The author
is an extremist in many ways, and many of his statements are
to be resented, still, in these days of high living, which is the
cause of so many of the prevailing diseases, the book is well
worth reading.
The Refraction of the Eye. A Manual for Students. By

Gustavus Hartridge, F.R.C.S., Senior Surgeon to the Royal
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. Tenth Edition. Illus-
trated. Price, $1.50, net. 12mo. Philadelphia: P. Blakis-
ton's Son & Co. 1900.
The fact that this work has reached the tenth edition in

six years tells its own tale. As its title indicates, it is con-
cerned only with errors of ocular refraction and the fitting of
glasses, ophthalmic diseases and operations being excluded.
The work appears to have been thoroughly revised and additions
made to keep it scientifically up to date. The metric system is
used throughout.

One pleasing feature is that the chapter on retinoscopy has
been divided into two parts, explaining the use of concave and
plane mirrors, respectively. It thus prevents the beginner from
being misled by teachings that are not intended for his partic-
ular mirror, for the reason that the movements of the shadows
are reversed in the use of the two reflectors.
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